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They mingled with the nations  
and learned to do as they did

Psalm 106:35



It is my privilege to endorse the inaugural Christian Brothers College Asia Literate Strategy. I commend the 
wisdom of the CBC Asia Literate Advisory Group who worked collaboratively with our project partners and the 
wider community in authoring this paper.  

This strategy reflects the priorities of the Australian Curriculum which include:

 � Developing knowledge and understanding of Asian societies, cultures, beliefs and environments, and 
the connections between the peoples of Asia, Australia, and the rest of the world

 � Providing students with the skills to communicate and engage with the peoples of Asia so they can 
effectively live, work and learn in the region

 � Enabling students to celebrate the social, cultural, political, spiritual and economic links that connect 
Australia with Asia

The plan focuses on four specific outcomes:

 � 21st Century leading, teaching and learning

 � Educating for humanity

 � Cultural intelligence

 � Global citizenship

CBC has already demonstrated deep commitment as a lead Asia Literate College. Current strategies include 
the establishment of four sister school agreements with China, Mandarin language courses for staff and 
students, annual teacher and student exchanges in the Asia region and social outreach pilgrimages in 
Vietnam and the Philippines. This strategy offers the college community a rich opportunity to celebrate 
current achievements and also to discern exciting new possibilities for the future. 

The success of the strategy will be measured against our ability to engage our hearts and minds to educate 
for a humanity which is compassionate, ethical and global. I commend this strategy as an integral component 
of the Christian Brothers College Strategic Plan into the 21st Century. 

Mr Noel Mifsud
CBC Principal

Introduction



Christian Brothers College is the oldest all-boys Catholic school in Adelaide. The enrolment of students within the college 
throughout history has always reflected the immigration of cultures into our local community.  The College community 
today consists of over 45 different nationalities. Over the past 35 years the college has had enrolment of students from 
Vietnam since the early 1980s, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, the Philippines in the 1990s and more recently students from 
India, China and Afghanistan.  Some 22% of the student population have originated from countries located within the 
Asian region.

Our curriculum has always reflected our commitment to being an Asia Literate college through the introduction of 
Asian Studies, Vietnamese and Chinese (Mandarin) languages, professional development of teachers and immersion 
experiences in Vietnam, the Philippines and China.

The strategic direction of our college within the area of Asia Literate has been influenced by the following documents:

 � Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for 
Young Australians

 � Australia in the Asian Century White Paper

 � Australian Curriculum

 � CESA Multicultural Policy

 � EREA Justice and Peace Framework

 � Way into the Future – Christian Brothers 
Congregation

 � Asia Education Foundation – Leading 21st Century 
Schools: Engage with Asia Program

It is our aim at the college that our students will have, by the time they leave school, an opportunity to learn an Asian 
language and will have foundational and deep knowledge, skills and understanding of the histories, geographies, arts 
and literature of the diverse countries of Asia. This document supports our whole school Strategic Plan (2012-2015): 
Excellence 2.1 – Offer high quality, inclusive education in 21st Century context and Community 3.3 – Celebrate our 
cultural diversity.

The Context



 � Faith
 � Excellence
 � Community
 � Compassion

Our Values The EREA Touchstones

Moral Imperative

Liberating 
Education

Gospel 
Spirituality

Inclusive 
Community

Justice and 
Solidarity

 � Gospel Spirituality
 � Liberating Education
 � Inclusive Community
 � Justice and Solidarity

Christian Brothers College advocates for the place of 
Asia literacy in our community and its future. We aim to 
develop compassionate and ethical global citizens with 
capabilities to authentically engage in our region and 
the world with a sense of social justice and solidarity.



Christian Brothers College 
will work collaboratively 
with local, national and 
international partners and 
organisations, to develop our 
community’s knowledge, skills 
and understandings of Asia’s 
culturally and linguistically 
diverse environments. 

Asia Literate 
Policy Statement

We aim to develop:

 � An appreciation of Australia’s  Asian heritage through 
economic, social and cultural perspectives

 � An understanding of contemporary and traditional Asia and 
its continuing role in the future of 21st century Australia

 � Cultural intelligence of the relationship between Australia 
and Asia and the capabilities to participate in a globalised 
world

 � Informed beliefs and attitudes that enable our community to 
be active participants in the region

 � An appreciation of the richness of the Asian region and 
engagement with the opportunities it offers

 � Effective cross-cultural communication capabilities that 
allow our community to act as responsible local, regional 
and global citizens

 � Authentic relationships that foster mutual respect and 
friendship within a spirit of social justice

 � A celebration of hope, peace and the rich diversity of faith 
traditions and cultures of the world rejoicing in our common 
humanity.



21st Century Leading, Teaching and Learning
For our students 21st Century Teaching and Learning develops core 
capabilities such as collaboration, literacy, numeracy, ICT, critical 
and creative thinking, ethical and intercultural understanding that 
equips them to engage as high order thinkers in our global world. 

To achieve the strategic direction we will:

 � Use progressive pedagogy which encompasses the use of technology 
that builds a community of online learners with Asia

 � Integrate an Asian perspective within the curriculum and future strategic 
planning

 � Professionally collaborate with Asian partners through  in-country 
experiences to encompass leading, teaching and learning

Educating for humanity
Educating for humanity guides our students towards a “world for 
all” that is socially and morally just and ecologically sustainable. 
From an ethical, future-orientated perspective, our students will 
develop a sense of meaning and appreciation of the diversity in our 
world.

To achieve the strategic direction we will:

 � Create new and sustainable immersion programmes in Asia that 
provide authentic experiences of CBC’s core values of faith, excellence, 
community and compassion

 � Generate opportunities for developing an understanding of ecological 
and ethical responsibilities for action as global citizens

 � Develop a sense of advocacy in our students to respond to social, 
economic and moral inequity in our world

Strategic Priorities



Cultural Intelligence
Cultural intelligence develops our students’ ability to make sense 
of their world, appreciating and connecting with cultural, social 
and religious diversity. Students make a meaningful contribution 
to participate in a sustainable and respectful society through 
understanding and valuing cultural differences. 

To achieve the strategic direction we will:

 � Offer classes in language and culture that enhance knowledge and 
understanding of our cultural diversity

 � Celebrate Asian diversity and Australian identity through participation in 
cultural events

 � Connect with businesses, organisations and networks that provide 
opportunities to grow in cultural understanding



Global Citizenship
As global citizens our students will develop the capabilities and 
confidence to understand the past in order to shape their own 
future.  They identify with global issues which will equip them with 
knowledge to give them the ability to be proactive in making a 
positive difference in the world.

To achieve the strategic direction we will:

 � Develop and sustain local/national/international educational 
partnerships

 � Shape and resource curriculum and provide professional development 
related to Asian and global issues

 � Provide an opportunity for our College community to develop a deeper 
understanding and involvement in the Asia region



Partnership 
Schools in China

Shanghai No. 8 Senior High School 
Shanghai, China

Licheng Trade School of Jinan 
Jinan, Shandong, China

No. 7 Middle School, Boshan District 
Zibo City, Shandong, China

No. 3 Primary School of Hongjialou 
Li Cheng District, Jinan, Shandong China



To learn and then practise it time and again is a pleasure, is it not?
To have friends come from afar to share each other’s learning is a pleasure, is it not?

Confucius
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A Birth-12 Catholic College for boys in the Edmund Rice Tradition.
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